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other reasons, including the acerbic humor and 
fully realized characters that are present from 
beginning to end. 

The book itself weaves through multiple 
plotlines seamlessly, from a noble-born soldier 
who finds himself embroiled in the machinations 
of a power-mad Malazan Empire, to the fight for 
the survival of a battered squad of elite soldiers 
that has seen one too many battles in service of 
the bloodlust of the Empress, and all this while  
powerful ascendants, ancient men and women 
whose magical prowess has bestowed upon 
them the status of near or sometimes actual 
godhood, pursue their own agendas that don’t 
mean anything good for the lowly servants of the 
Empire.
'The Braided World' by Kay Kenyon
The Braided World is actually the first book 
I’ve read by this author; I came across it after I 
had finished reading all the installments of the 
popular series I’ve found over the years, and I’m 
glad I did. The story follows the crew of a survey 

ship, who to save earth from a plague, set off on 
a mission to discover the origins of a mysterious 
signal emanating from deep space, a signal 
promising salvation from what could be the 
death of the human race. With eloquence Kenyon 
paints a portrait of an alien civilization, strikingly 
similar to early humanity, yet almost completely 
alien to it at the same time. 

This book is by far one of my top ten favorite 
science-fiction novels, primarily because it flows 
smoothly and keeps providing the reader with 
a constant sense of grandeur. If you like science 
fiction, are a fan of anthropology, or if you just 
like imagining a beautiful world filled with 
tranquil rivers and colorfully verdant jungles 
populated with strange plants and animals, then 
this book is a must-read for you.
'Rainbow Six' by Tom Clancy
This was actually the first novel I picked up, and 
it’s the one that started what became a love 
affair with books that has lasted a decade.  The 
story is about an elite, multinational counter-
terrorism unit known as Team Rainbow. Led by 
a man named John Clark, whose codename is 

Rainbow Six, it is Team Rainbow’s job to deal 
with dangerous situations to achieve objectives 
that S.W.A.T. teams around the world would 
think twice about attempting. 

This may be what some would consider a long 
book, but with nonstop action, and a nail-biting 
thread of mystery, Clancy manages to keep the 
reader interested long enough to get from one 
end of the extremely long chapter to the other, 
and want to keep reading. It’s written in a way 
that makes it easy to understand and gives the 
reader plenty of good imagery to help imagine 
people and places and, at times, enough action 
to get your heart pumping like you’re in the 
middle of a firefight yourself. For any fans of 
action, or military fiction, this is a must read.

All of these novels are good examples of the 
strong writing going on in the genre, with special 
attention to detail and characters that come alive 
as you read. All these novels truly are fine works 
of literature, and if your taste is more towards 
the action and excitement of science-fiction and 
fantasy, then reading any one of these will be 
worth your time and money. 

career pathways and articulation from high 
school to college.  The funds will allow us to 
continue to provide our award winning 
Business Boot Camp  and annual Business 
Plan Competition for  young entrepreneurs. 

The second goal is to work closely with 
NVC and other regional colleges’ Career 
Technical Education programs and dis-
seminate entrepreneurial and business 
curriculum within specific CTE programs 
including business, digital arts, sustain-
able agriculture, child care, construction 
management, and hospitality 
management.

 The North Bay BEC will continue to 
partner with our local and regional Work-
force Investment Boards to help support 
under-employed and unemployed workers 
who are re-training for self-employed 
careers and will need business management 
and entrepreneurial training in addition to 
job skill training. 

Finally, our BEC will continue to support 
our local businesses with our partners by 
providing access to capital, training and the 
necessary skills for business growth and 
retention.  

For more information on the North Bay 
Business Entrepreneurial Center please 
contact Beth Pratt at  epratt@napavalley.edu.
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March, National Women’s History Month, is 
being celebrated at Napa Valley College. There 
is a display in the college library. A Women’s 
History Month Resource Fair will be from 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m. on March 23 in the Quad. The 
Vagina Monologues and poetry reading will be 
featured in the cafeteria at 3 p.m. March 24, and 
a final presentation on March 25 will be a 
Women in Film night at 7 p.m. in the cafeteria. 
Events are free and open to the public. As 
details on the events become available (there 
may be changes or additions) they will be post-
ed on the campus web calendar at 
 www.napavalley.edu. Events are sponsored by 
ASNVC, Umoja, the Community Relations 
Office and Library staff.

Fight for Your Rights!
In conjunction with Women’s History Month 

activities, a film will be shown at Napa Valley 
College on the topic of human trafficking. In 
cooperation with Amnesty International Napa 
Valley College, World Hunger Federation, and 
 Humantrafficking.org the film Human Trafficking 
will be shown on March 24 in the college 
cafeteria.

 Doors open at 5 p.m. with the program 
starting at 5:30 p.m.

Mira Sorvino plays Kate, a Russian-born ICE 
(Immigration and Customs Enforcement) agent 
out to break up a ring that traffics women and 
children across international borders. Guest 
speakers will discuss the rights of women and 
women’s impact on our history.

Admission is three cans of food for the Napa 
Food Bank. For more information, contact 
Audrey Garza at  audreyL_garza@yahoo.com or 
call (707) 652-4913. 

March is National Women’s History Month

the limit for anything beyond that. If you 
like playing video games and want to get 
together with others who share the same 
interest, Video Game Club is definitely worth 
checking out. Club member Jorelle Lamagna 
admits that “video games will get old at 
one point,” but if that time hasn’t come for 
you and the arcades in the cafeteria leave 
something to be desired, do yourself a favor 
and attend.

(Note:  For expanded information, head 
over to 9999hitpoints.wordpress.com.)
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Calendar
Mini Job Fairs

This year there will be 
two spring Mini Job Fairs 
scheduled on April 7 and 
21 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
in the NVC Quad.  The April 
7 event will have a health 
career focus. Some of the 
employers attending April 7 
are Contra Costa Regional 
Medical Center, US Army, 
National Guard, Sonoma 
Develomental Center, Napa 
State Hospital, Queen of 
the Valley, Solano Kaiser, 
Sutter and more. For more 
information call the Career 
Center at (707) 253-3050. 
The events are free and 
open to the community.


